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871 Merrimon Avenue
Asheville, NC 28804
828-254-1086
Visit us online at
www.graceepiscopalchurch.us
and
www.facebook.com/graceasheville.

The Grace TEAM
is published monthly.

Sunday Worship
7:45aM - Rite |
9:00aM - Family Eucharist
11:15aM - Festival Eucharist

Healing Prayer
Every Sunday at
9:00aM and 11:15am
there is a Prayer Station
available with

Lay Healing Prayer Ministers.

Healing Prayer Services
Tuesdays, 7:00pm - Healing
Prayer Service;
Eucharist with Generational
Healing Service
first Tuesday monthly.

Wednesdays at 12:15pm
Healing Prayer Service and
Eucharist - laying on of hands
by the priest for God’s Healing.

Taizé
Third Sunday of each month at
8:00rM there is a Taizé service
attended by an ecumenical
congregation who enjoy the
reflective form of worship
using candles, incense, chants,
meditative readings, and
prayers. Healing Prayer is also
offered at the service.

Parson to Person

JANUARY 2014
Gary Coffey

Dear People of Grace,

As 1 wrote this salutation to you, I
thought to myself that being called “People
of Grace” is reason enough to belong to this
parish! For that is who we want to be, isn't
it? We want to be people through whom the
grace of God flows. We talk about the grace
of God as if we know what that means. We
know that it means something really good
that comes from God. You may have heard
me say before that “grace” is a churchy word
for “gift” or “gifts.”

The grace of God
reminds us that our
relationship with God is
all about receiving gifts
from God.  Everything
is a gift. We receive gifts
such as God’s mercy and
loving kindness. In the Old

Testament, we are reminded

which is another gift. Even
our faith is a gift given to us
by God.

What is  wonderful
about the grace of God is that it reminds
us that everything in our life of faith is a
response to God’s initiative. Because we are
God’s children, made in God’s image and
likeness, God cares for us and provides for us
like a loving parent. Jesus taught us to pray,
“Our Father, who art in heaven” reminding
us that God is our heavenly parent, who
loves and nurtures us throughout our lives.
Even if we did not have a good earthly father
or mother, God is our Heavenly Parent, and
as we learn to trust God, God lets us know
what a loving parent is supposed to be.

God has been called the “Hound of
Heaven,” who forever “tracks us” and does
not give up until we are found. God uses all
sorts and conditions of people in our lives to
draw us closer. Remembering how God used
Cyrus, the King of Persia, who did not know
the living God at the time, we are reminded
that the Hound of Heaven might use anyone

We want
to be people
through

whom the ¢
of Gods “steadfast love,” grace of God
flows.

or anything to get our attention.

If you dont like the thought of being
hounded by God, another image is of the
Good Shepherd, who leaves the ninety-nine
sheep in the fold to search for one sheep,
and who does not quit searching until that
one sheep is brought back safe to the fold.
Beloved, that one sheep is you. That one
sheep is me. That one sheep may well be
every person who ever lived. Wouldn't that
be just like the Hound of Heaven or the
Good Shepherd not to quit,
not to rest, until all are safe
in the fold?

You may have heard
this before, but it’s worth
remembering: the acronym
for the word grace is “God’s
riches at Christ’s expense.”
reminds us that the
Incarnation is not only about
God coming in the flesh so
that we could see first-hand
who God is, but it is also
about Jesus offering Himself
for the sins of the world. Through the mystery
of the crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus
defeated death and sin and hell and opened
the way to the Father for all people. In Holy
Scripture we read, “If any sin, we have an
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; and he is the perfect offering for
our sins, and not for ours only, but for the
sins of the whole world” (I John 2:1-2).
Therefore the good news of the Gospel is
that Jesus is the universal Savior, the Savior
of the whole world. Thanks be to God!

People of Grace, let’s live into our name
during this new year. Let’s be who we are and
proclaim the grace or gift of God’s salvation

to all and for all.
Blessings and Peace

Fr. Gary



Parish News

Centering Prayer meets on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.
in Fr. Gary’s office. All are welcome.

Chalicists are needed for the 11:15 service. If you
would like to serve in this ministry, please contact Sally

Coburn at 645-5369. Training is available.

Memorials and thanksgivings for Christmas greens
and flower donations will be published in the February
TEAM.

Men of the Church will meet on Tuesday, January
14, at 6:00 p.m. in the parish hall. Oscar Starnes, Arnold
Clark, and Jack Frue will be our hosts and cooks. All are
welcome. Please join us. The cost is $10.00. Please sign
up on the blue sheet on the kiosk.

The Monday Morning Bible Study, led by Fr. Bob
Reese, meets from 10:30-11:30 a.m. in the parish hall.
Each week, the study is about the Gospel reading for the
coming Sunday. Please join us. All are welcome.

Our Monday Soup Suppers continue. Please join
us. The meal is served from 4:45-5:45 p.m. and is free of
charge. Expenses are defrayed by a Diocesan grant and
by a partnership with Manna Food Bank. All are welcome
to come enjoy good food and fellowship with parishioners
and others.

The Monday Soup Suppers program needs
volunteers. We need soup cooks, bread and fruit providers,
dessert providers, and clean-up helpers for our soup
ministry. You will be reimbursed for your expenses. Please
email Bill Crownover at billcrownover@bellsouth.net or
call him at 298-0570 or 713-8504 to sign up for specific
dates and tasks.

The Order of St. Luke will meet on Thursday, January
9, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the parish hall. All are welcome.
One does not have to be an OSL member to attend. We
will not meet if Asheville City Schools are closed that day
or if they close early because of inclement weather. We'll
complete our program series that has focused on inner
healing. We'll view a DVD of Norma Dearing when she
was Prayer Ministry Coordinator at Christian Healing
Ministries, speaking about Praying for Healing from
Conception to Birth. It is a very important topic. When
people are stuck as they seek to move into greater freedom,
they may have wounds from the prenatal time of life. After
the DVD, Ann Robinson will lead us in an experience of
healing prayer for any wounds that we may have received
from conception to birth.

Purls of Grace meet on the first and third Thursdays
of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the library. If you have
questions, would like to learn to knit prayer shawls, and/or
would like to deliver shawls, contact Jeanne Robertson at
jerobertson38@me.com.

Bishop’s Visitation

BlShOp Taylor will be with us for all
three services on January 19. We will have
Confirmation and Reaffirmation at the 11:15
worship service on that day. We have four
Candidates for Confirmation. If you would
like to reaffirm your faith on that day and have
the Bishop pray for you, contact Fr. Gary at
254-1086, ext. 14.

All three adult Sunday school classes will in the Parish Hall
on that day with Bishop Taylor. I will invite him to speak to us on
the topic of his choice. I am sure that he will be able to answer any
questions that we might have for him as well.

There is much that one could say about our Bishop. He is
thoughtful and prayerful. He loves the Lord and His Church.
Being a former college professor and having a Ph.D. in English
with a concentration in poetry, Porter is, in my opinion, one of the
best preachers in the Episcopal Church. In the Episcopal Church,
the bishop oversees the ministry of the Diocese, which is, in our
case, the Diocese of Western North Carolina. Porter happens to be
a native of Asheville, and he grew up here in North Asheville. He is
a blessing, and you won't want to miss his visit on January 19.

Fr. Gary

Three Options for
Adult Sunday School

Three excellent adult Sunday school classes are being of-
fered in January:

The Bible Study Class in the Edwards Library will con-
tinue a study of Isaiah. Dr. Bill Dismukes is the facilitator and
all are welcome. Joining the ongoing course is not a prob-
lem.

The Pretty Good Coffee and Conversation Class in the
parish hall will continue a study of Brian McLaren’s book,
Why Did Jesus, Moses, the Buddha, and Mohammed Cross the
Road? The look at how we as Christians interact with people
of other faiths is also ongoing and all are welcome to join in.
Monty Wooten and Lyn Burkett are the facilitators.

The Downstairs Class in the conference room will begin
a study of Conscious Discipline®on January 5. Conscious Disci-
pline®is built on the idea of developing discipline within chil-
dren rather than applying discipline to them. The Conscious
Discipline® process applies equally to parents, grandparents,
childcare-givers, educators and patient caregivers. See the full
article in the December Grace 7éam. Jarod and Molly Coffey
are the facilitators and all are welcome.



Grace Outreach Notes Sue Thompkins

The Grace Outreach Committee made the following donations in 2013:

$3000 to Asheville Buncombe Community Christian Ministries

$1200 to Room in the Inn

$1000 to Helpmate

$1000 to Consider Haiti

$800 to MANNA Food Bank

$750 to Episcopal Relief and Development for tornado relief in the US in May
$1000 to Episcopal Relief and Development for typhoon relief in the Philippines

$1500 to Habitat for Humanity

In addition we continue to provide food for the Backpacker program on an ongoing basis. Thank you to all who have
given generously of their resources to make these gifts and more possible over the past year.

Room in the Inn. The Grace Outreach Committee would like to thank Terri Frue for her many years of overseeing our
participation in the Room in the Inn program. Terri, who has selflessly given of her time to the program, will step down as
of this month. The Outreach Committee has decided that we will continue to provide monetary support for the Room in

the Inn program, but that we will no longer serve as hosts or provide meals or volunteers. THANK YOU, TERRI!

Planned GiVing & Endowment Fr. Alex Comfort

Recently all members of the congregation received an email from the national Episcopal Church Foundation about a
possibly helpful financial arrangement called a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA). We can give you more details; the CGA is
perfect for people who need more income now! It gives you five to seven percent annual income, depending on your age,
for the rest of your life. If you use a gift of appreciated stock, you will not have to pay the capital gains tax you would if
you liquidated the stock. You also get a generous income-tax deduction.

So, if you have some stock that is producing less than one percent income, it might work for you to give it to Grace
Church so that we can give you better income. Normally, people do that with $5,000-$200,000 worth of stock. It is a gift
that helps both you and Grace Church! Feel free to call me directly at 691-6135 for more details or to contact Fr. Gary or
Mike Bohan.

Healing Prayer Corner Jeanne Robertson

Blessings to all of you for 2014. This is the first time that I have written that date. This is the time of year when I reflect
on the many blessings that our wonderful Lord has bestowed on me in the past year and on my hopes and dreams for the
coming year. One of the things that I am most thankful for is that I belong to a church that gives me many opportunities
for worship and prayer. First and foremost, we have three completely different services on Sundays, giving us choices to fit
every need. Every Monday night, we have a free soup supper and a Taizé service; every Tuesday night, a Healing Service with
soaking prayer; every Wednesday noon, a Healing Service with healing prayers by Fr. Gary; and every Wednesday evening, a
time of Centering Prayer. Every Sunday, we have Sunday School for both children and adults, and every Monday morning,
a study of the Gospel reading for the following Sunday. Those are a few of the many opportunities that I participate in, but
there is much more, so check the church calendar for the next event that will fit your individual needs. May each and every
one of you have a year that is blessed and touched by the healing power of our Lord Jesus Christ.

-3 —
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Our Prayer List January

We publish the Parish Prayer List each month so you may include those listed in your daily prayers. We have
included the last names of people with their permission, so you will have a better idea for whom you are praying and

so you may contact that person if you desire.

For Parishioners: Jo Brokenshire; Sherry Coward; Mary Cozine; Eunice & Rhea Ferguson; Jill & Joe Frazier;
Catherine Godfrey; Buddy Greenwood; Jess Gregory; Olivia & the Haller family; Mary Hayes; Shari Lane;
Nancy Remmers; Barbara Seagraves; Lucinda Watkins.

For Homebound Parishioners and Those in Healthcare Facilities: Elizabeth Butler; Henny Caldwell; Edith Cook;
Bob Hall; June Kelley; Frances Kennickell; Neill Mason; Dot Morgan; Frances Payne; Maryli Perkins; Laura
Stephens; John Sumner.

For Others (names to stay on for four weeks; call the church office to keep names on the list for a longer time): Nancy
Bailey (friend of Barbara Wilcox); Thomas Barr (son of Tom & Liz Barr); David Bell (brother of Tricia Hargrove);
Margaret Buncick (mother of Marella Buncick); Chris Carson (son of Martha & Randy); Anne Chamberlain
(friend of Nancy Ackermann Cole); Debbie D. (friend of Lynda McCredie); Kelli Davis (daughter of George
& Pat Davis); Karin & Steve Ellis (neighbors of Sue Thompkins); Grey Israel (friend of Tricia Hargrove); Meg
Karayiannis (niece of Nancy Ackermann Cole); Kristi Kitchens (sister-in-law of Cheryl Aull); Tommy Masters
& Robert Baker (father & son of Donna Trimnal); Jim & DiAnne Monroe; Forrest Renfro (grandson of
Becky Barker); Ann Sparks (mother of Angela Taylor); Erik & Susan Stoops (brother-in-law & sister of Wendy
Kuykendall); Jennifer Svenstrup (friend of Paul & Vicki Vest); Kathy Taylor (friend of Barbara Wilcox); Harriet
& Sydnor Thompson (mother & father of Sydnor Thompson); Bonnie Wiggen (daughter of Nancy Remmers);
Alicia; Deane (sister of Joyce Noble); Elizabeth; Ellen; Evelyn (friend of Karen & Jim Compton); Tara (daughter
of Shari Lane); Jean & Mary Dee (sister & cousin of Walt Noble); Julie (daughter of Rita Spragg); David &
Mitchell (friends of Charlotte & Travers Chiott); Gladys & Bill (friends of Barbara Wilcox); Richard; Sue; Susan;
Will; for all those affected by our struggling economy.

For Those in the Episcopal Church: Katharine, our Presiding Bishop; Porter & Robert, our Bishops; the clergy;
the vestry; the staff; the ministries of this Parish; Church of the Advocate; ABCCM; Consider Haiti; Episcopal
Relief & Development; Food for the Poor; Manna Food Bank; Meals on Wheels.

For Those Who Have Died and Their Families: Sarah Garcia (daughter of Nancy Fergusson, niece of John & Lelia
Cort); Margie Eblen (daughter of Bobbie Eblen); Jeanne Galyean; Grace Walker.

For Those in Service to Our Country: Ryan & Danny Brown (grandsons of Ed & Marla Woeckener); Matthew
George (son of Zoe Davis); Steven Grenier (son-in-law of Jean & Doug Haldane); Austin Harrison (grandson
of Joan Sanderson); Marty Hawks (son-in-law of Joy & Carl Markey); Jon Holland (parishioner); Spencer
& Erica High; Gregory Melson (grandson of Charlotte Melson); Daniel Schultz (son of Judy Rhodes); Karl
Tenney (nephew of Chuck & Barbara Wilcox); Fr. Rick Tiff (friend of Ray & Jeanne Robertson); Caitlin Vest
(granddaughter of Pat Vest, niece of Vicki & Paul Vest).

For our President Barack Obama, his Cabinet, Congress & our country; for Sandy Hook and other shooting victims,
survivors and families; for peace & resolution of conflict in the Middle East & throughout the world; for victims of
Hurricane Sandy and the Oklahoma tornadoes; for the people of Haiti & Durgapubr, India; for those who bring rescue
and relief; for raising world awareness; for victims of the disaster in Russia & the earthquake & tsunami in Japan & other

areas; for rain across the earth; for better stewardship of water.



January

Anniversaries

Andrew and Margaret Dahm 5
Robert and Maggie Green 10
Walter and Mariza Adamson 12

Walt and Joyce Noble

14

Keith and Patricia Hargrove 20

Ron and Jeanne Sims

Ben and Peggy Grimes

Ed and Marla Woeckener

27
31
31

January Birthdays

Mike Bohan
Rick Hayes
Lockie Hunter
Sarah Wilkey
Annie Dephouse
Wade Edwards
Lily Elder
Charlotte Melson
David Perez
Rick High
Michael Potter
Sarah Vallely
Stella Coffey

Moira Stewart
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11 Frances Payne
11 Greg Plank

13 Arlo Elder

13 John Sherman
14 Neill Mason

14 Mike St. Clair
15 Joan Sanderson
15 Jenny Thomas
17 Elly Withers

19
20
20

Lyn Burkett

Brady Blackburn
Alexander Sanderson
Paul Wolfe

Gavin Knapp

Rebecca Wartman

23 Judy Bohan

23

Melissa Comer

23 Jamey Smith

23
24
25

Cade Wooten
Tamara Calabria

Cheryl Deyton

25 June Kelley

25
27
27
27
27
27
28
29

Ray Kuykendall
Walter Adamson
Laura Ellington
Emma Hall
Kim Hayes
Angela Taylor
Shane Raffle
Kathleen Griffin

31 Jim Siemens

31

Tsz-yan Snyder

Gifts for All of Us
to Appreciate

The Aumbry Candle is given to the Glory of God
by Georgi Bruce and David and Sally Withers in
memory of Mary and George Royer and Stella and
William Bruce.

The flowers are given to the Glory of God by

Doris Lederer in loving memory of her husband
Edwin Lederer.

Greg, Kerry and Dylan Melson in honor of
Charlotte Melson.

Martin Shaw in loving memory of his wife Mary

Leigh Shaw.

Ed Denison in loving memory of his wife Pat.

The Herman family in memory of Oz and Jo
Herman.

Endowment

In Memory of Grace Walker
McGuire, Wood & Bissette, PA
Mary Lib and Speight Bird
Mary Louise Powell
Marion Mathews
Tom and Norma Robinson
Emily Fisk
Mr. and Mrs. Merritt Moseley
Asheville Chamber Music
Kathryn Daughton
Nancy Stancil
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Davids
Georgi Bruce



Fvents at a Glance

EYC
Sundays, 4:30 p.m., PH

Weekly Gospel Bible Study
Mondays, 10:30 a.m., PH

Welcome Table Soup Supper
Mondays, 4:45-5:45 p.m., PH

Worship Service
Mondays, 6:00 p.m., CH

Early Birds Men’s Book Study
Tuesdays , 8:00 a.m., LI (resumes January 7)

Centering Prayer

Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m., OF

New Year’s Day - Church Office Closed
Wednesday, January 1

Purls of Grace

Thursdays, January 2 & 16, 6:30 p.m., LI

Generational Healing Eucharist
Tuesday, January 7, 7:00 p.m., CH

TEAM Meeting
Wednesday, January 8, 11:00 a.m., OF

Order of St. Luke Program Meeting
Thursday, January 9, 6:30 p.m., PH

Steadfast House Meal
Friday, January 10, 6:00 p.m

Men of the Church
Tuesday, January 14, 6:00 p.m. PH

Healing Prayer Service

Tuesday, January 14, 21, & 28, 7:00 p.m., CH

Bishop’s Visit and Confirmation
Sunday, January 19

Taizé Worship Service
Sunday, January 19, 8:00 p.m., CH

Martin Luther King Holiday - Church Office Closed

Monday, January 20

Vestry Meeting
Monday, January 20, 5:30 p.m., LI

A Slow November

Total November contributions of $33,800 were $1,440 under
budget primarily due to a shortfall in pledged income. When
combined with Building and all Other Income, November book
income was $2,602.44 over budget. Income from all sources at
the end of November totaled $406,941 falling $2,464 short of
the targeted $409,405.

Total November expenses of $39,054 were $1,835 over
budget due to Mission & Outreach and Operations costs. Even
though year-to-date expenses of $394,167 were $15,237 under
budget, there are $37,219 budgeted expenses left to be paid in
December.

As we quickly approach the end of 2013, we are prayerful
that contributions will be in line to cover the remaining budgeted
needs of the church.

Your Vestry

Statement of Activities - Grace Church
Year to Date - November 2013

Actual Budget  Over/Under
Income:
Pledges 326,509 330,000 (3,491)
Prior Year Pledges 1,030 - 1,030
Non-pledged Offerings 49,603 46,635 2,969
Open Offering 8,552 11,000 (2,448)
Interest 137 229 (92)
Misc. 21,110 21,542 (431)
Total Income: 406,941 409,405 (2,465)
Expenses:
Outreach/Mission 45,825 53,334 (7,508)
Parish Programs 10,767 13,292 (2,524)
Operations 62,960 61,783 1,177
Personnel 274,615 280,997 (6,382)
Total Expenses: 394,167 409,405 (15,238)
Income - Expense: 12,773 (0) 12,773

Note: We are seeking a volunteer to begin serving as our treasurer/
bookkeeper at the end of 2014. Training can begin as soon as possible
to assure a smooth transition. Interested? Contact the church office.
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Grace Memorial Episcopal Church
871 Merrimon Avenue
Asheville, North Carolina 28804
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