March 2019

A Message from Fr. Gary

giving up stuff; it’s about GIVING stuff
— namely, the giving of your life to
Christ. And how do we do that? By
prayer, by time with our Lord in those
precious times of silence
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Lent begins in just a few days.
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Sunday Worship

7:45 a.m. - Rite I
9:00 a.m. - Family Eucharist
11:15 a.m. - Choral Eucharist

Healing Prayer
Every Sunday at
9:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
there is a prayer station available
with Lay Healing Prayer Ministers.

A Healing Prayer Service and
Eucharist with laying on of hands
for God’s healing is offered on
Wednesdays, 12:15 p.m.

Taizé

Third Sunday of each month at 7:00
p.m. there is a Taizé service attended
by an ecumenical congregation who
enjoy the reflective form of worship

using candles, incense, chants,

meditative readings and prayers.
Healing Prayer is also offered
at this service.

In the not so recent
past, going into Lent
required that we “give
something up” so that
we might know the
feeling, experience the
pain and discomfort
that our Lord experi-
enced in the desert
when faced with temp-
tation. We have told
ourselves that, by giv-
ing up something, we
are better able to feel
that we have done our
Christian duty by
suffering the lack of
something that we
hold dear. The fact is,
I often recalled people
saying that they were giving something
up that they really didn’t even care for.
I mean, what kind of sacrifice or hard-
ship or temptation is that?

You may recall a film a few years
ago titled “Chocolat.” The film relates
the story of a small French town dur-
ing Lent. Everyone is trying hard to
avoid rich foods, but what should open
at the same time? A new and enticing
chocolate shop. It is agony to walk past
the shop with its velvety chocolate
smells. You can't help but think that
the townsfolk had missed the point —
especially when one of the most self-
righteous characters breaks into the
shop and gorges on the chocolates in-
side.

Lent is not about that kind of self-
denial. There is very little value in
simply giving up stuff! It's not about
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important. It’s about
giving our time, talent,
and treasure to our
Church family and to
our community. It’s
about taking care of the
poor, destitute, margin-
alized, and prisoners, to
name just a few. Our
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love and Jesus’ presence
in our lives is all that we
need.

Let us not become
like those who hang a
wooden cross on their
wall and then settle into their comforta-
ble routines forgetting that we are called
to love our neighbor deeply, no matter
whether that neighbor is rich or poor,
black or white, churched or non-
churched. We are not called to blend
in with those around us but to be ex-
treme in our faith. By doing so we will
be holy people instead of just nice, and
God will not moan at us but will rejoice
that we have heard, and we have seen,
and we have embarked on our annual
pilgrimage to Jerusalem with loving and
faithful hearts.

May this Lent find you stretching
yourselves and becoming all that God is
calling you to be.

Peace & Blessings,
Gary+



Events at a Glance

A QOuick Review of the Month

Monday Morning Gospel Bible Study
Mondays, 10:30 a.m., PH

Early Birds Men’s Book Study
Tuesdays, 8:45 a.m., LI

Holy Eucharist with Prayers for Healing
Wednesdays, 12:15-1:15 p.m., CH

Centering Prayer
Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 p.m., CR

Choir and Bell Rehearsals
Wednesdays: Bells, 6:00 p.m.; Choir, 7:15 p.m.

Special Vestry Meeting with Canon Augusta
Monday, March 4, 5:30 p.m., LI

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Tuesday, March 5, 6-8:00 p.m., PH

Worship Committee Meeting
Tuesday, March 5, 7:00 p.m., LI

Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, March 6, 12:00 noon and 6:00 p.m., CH
Ashes also imposed for individuals, 7-8:00 a.m., CH

Steadfast House Meal
Friday, March 8, 6:00 p.m.

Ceilidh
Saturday, March 9, PH (details on p. 3)

Daylight Savings Time Change
Sunday, March 10 (Spring forward))

Youth Missioner Visit
Sunday, March 10, 9:00 & 11:15 a.m. services
Lenten Labyrinth, 1-3:00 p.m., Urban Garden

PubSing
Sunday, March 10, 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Men of the Church
Tuesday, March 12, 6:00 p.m.

TEAM Meeting
Wednesday, March 13, 10:00 a.m., OF

Order of St. Luke
Thursday, March 14, 6:30-8:30 p.m., PH

Taizé Worship Service
Sunday, March 17, 7:00-8:00 p.m., CH

Vestry Meeting
Monday, March 18, 5:30 p.m., PH

Schedulers’ -



