
WE NEED YOUR HELP. I am going 
to ask you to help the Vestry and me raise 
the money for next year’s budget. Yes, I know 
we do this every year. But, unlike the usual 
way — appointing a Chairman and/or a 
committee to make sure it happens and is 
successful — this year, I am going to ask 
all of us to take on that 
responsibility.

We are going to 
have three weeks — the 
second, third and fourth 
Sundays of October 
— during which we 
will think together 
about giving to God as a 
spiritual practice.  First, 
we will take a close look 
at why we get so nervous 
and fearful about money 
and not having enough. 
Then, we are going to 
think together about 
how God can help us 
with those fears.

Next, we will define 
giving as a spiritual practice. What this means 
is that our regular giving to God becomes the 
same as our other spiritual practices — 
worship, study, reflection, prayer and serving 
God in our lives. Like these other spiritual 
practices, the spiritual practice of giving draws 
us closer to God, helps us feel good about 
doing our part financially to further God’s 
purposes through Grace Church and helps set 
us free from the consumerism and the lies the 
world perpetrates about money. Consider how 
much advertising we see that equates money 
with happiness. Yet as Christ’s followers, we 
know in our hearts that this is not so. As 
a wise person once said, “Money is a great 
servant but a poor master.”

On the third week, we will think together 
about actually making the spiritual practice of 
giving into a real practice in our lives.  We will 
consider how to carry it out in such a way that 
it not only fuels the ministry of Grace, but 

also instills in us a profound sense of wellbeing 
as we try to put God first in the financial 
arena of our lives.

In these three weeks, all the emphasis is 
going to be on encouraging every member at 
Grace to consider making a financial pledge 
to God through Grace as part of his or her 

spiritual practice. A visual 
aid in the foyer will track 
the number of pledges 
only. We believe the total 
amount of dollars will take 
care of itself. Again, the 
emphasis is going to be 
on asking our members 
to make a pledge to Grace 
as part of their spiritual 
practice of giving to God. 
With our number of 
pledges at 138 for this 
year, our goal will be 151, 
a 10% increase, for 2015.

Now, what I need 
from each of you is a 
commitment to either 
be a part of the thinking 

together each week in church during worship, 
OR, if you cannot be there on one or more 
of the Sundays, to read and think about the 
emails which will be sent out on the Mondays 
after each of those three Sundays. On those 
Mondays, all of us will receive a copy of the 
lay witness for that Sunday and a copy of the 
teaching and handout from me. If you don’t 
do email, please ask us for a copy by mail. 

My hope and belief is that this will be 
the most inclusive and spiritual approach to 
pledging we have had at Grace since I have 
been here. It feels good. And what energizes 
me most is that it is an approach to raising 
money that is really about helping each other 
grow spiritually.  

 Blessings and Peace, 
            Fr. Gary

My hope and 
belief is that this 
will be the most 
inclusive and 

spiritual approach 
we have had at 

Grace since I have 
been here.
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Sunday Worship 
7:45am - Rite I

9:00am - Family Eucharist
11:15am - Festival Eucharist

Healing Prayer
Every Sunday at 

9:00am and 11:15am 
there is a Prayer Station 

available with 
Lay Healing Prayer Ministers.

Healing Prayer Services
Tuesdays, 7:00pm - Healing 

Prayer Service; 
Eucharist with Generational 

Healing Service
first Tuesday monthly.

Wednesdays at 12:15pm 
Healing Prayer Service and 

Eucharist - laying on of hands 
by the priest for God’s Healing.

Taizé 
Third Sunday of each month at 
8:00pm there is a Taizé service 

attended by an ecumenical 
congregation who enjoy the 
reflective form of worship 

using candles, incense, chants, 
meditative readings, and 

prayers. Healing Prayer is also 
offered at the service.

“

”

Parson to Person Gary Coffey
Dear People of Grace,



Events at a Glance Parish News

Centering Prayer meets on Wednesdays at 5:30 
p.m. in Fr. Gary’s office.  All are welcome.

 The 93rd ECW Annual Celebration will be 
Thursday, October 9, at Deerfield.  Registration 
is from 8:30-9:30 a.m. The keynote speaker is 
Katherine Moose, and she will speak on cooking 
with Biblical food, herbs, spices and flowers. To 
register, go to www.episcopalchurchwomen-wnc.org.  
Bishop Taylor will be the celebrant.

A flower donor is needed for Sunday, October 
12.  The donation amount is $45.  Please contact 
Mary Israel at 253-2167 with your memorial or 
thanksgiving for the church bulletin.

The Men of the Church will meet on Tuesday, 
October 14 at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Don 
Hawkins, 16 Woodbury Road, Asheville.  Don and 
Ron Sims will cook.  The cost is $10.00.  Please sign 
up on the blue sheet on the kiosk in the foyer.

Monday morning Bible Study meets at 10:30 
a.m. in the parish hall.  Please join us as Fr. Bob 
facilitates a study of the gospel for the following 
Sunday.  All are welcome.

The Order of St. Luke will meet on Thursday, 
October 9, 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the parish hall.  All are 
welcome.   Our program will be the Gospel lesson 
of Jesus healing the man at the pool of Bethesda.  
We will also see a video clip of Christians praying in 
Jerusalem for people of different faiths.  We will be 
amazed at how God uses these prayer experiences to 
fulfill a desire in the hearts of the filmmakers.

Come join us for our monthly PubSing, an 
informal gathering on the second Sunday evening 
of each month to sing hymns, old-time Gospel and 
Americana inspirational music.  We will meet on 
Sunday,  October 12, at the French Broad Brewery, 
101 Fairview Avenue for a potluck supper at 5:00 
p.m. followed by singing at 6:00 p.m.  For more 
information contact Monty Wooten at info@
forestguide.com or 828-254-1114.  For directions go 
to http://frenchbroadbrewery.com/directions/. 
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Pumpkin Patch
   All month; please sign up for a shift      

Weekly Gospel Bible Study 
    Mondays, 10:30 a.m., PH

Early Birds Men’s Book Study
   Tuesdays, 8:15 a.m., LI

Centering Prayer
   Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m., OF

Acolyte Training & Refresher Training 
   Sunday, October 5
   Pizza lunch, 12:30 p.m.; training, 1:00-2:00 p.m. 

Generational Healing Eucharist
  Tuesday, October 7, 7:00 p.m., CH

TEAM Meeting
   Wednesday, October 8, 11:00 a.m., OF

Order of St. Luke Program Meeting
   Thursday, October 9, 6:30 p.m., PH

Steadfast House Meal
   Friday, October 10, 6:00 p.m.

PubSing
   Sunday, October 12
   Potluck, 5:00 p.m.; singing, 6:00 p.m.

Men of the Church 
   Tuesday, October 14, 6:00 p.m.

Healing Prayer Services  
   Tuesday, October 14, 21, & 28, 7:00 p.m., CH

Children’s Sabbath
   Sunday, October 19, CH

Taizé Worship Service
   Sunday, October 19, 8:00 p.m., CH

Vestry Meeting 
   Monday, October 20, 5:30 p.m., LI

Rummage Sale, Bring Items/Set Up
   Tuesday-Friday, October 21-24

Rummage Sale, Work and Purchase
   Saturday, October 25, 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Special Music by Children & Youth
   Sunday, October 26, 9:00 Service

Acolyte Training at Grace  
Sunday, October 5

Pizza at 12:30 p.m. — Training, 1:00-2:00 p.m.
For children (third grade and up), youth and adults;
all trained acolytes are also asked to attend for a re-

fresher and to assist with the training.  
Fr. Coffey will be present to discuss exciting new incentives 

being built into the program.
SIGN UP SHEET ON THE KIOSK IN THE FOYER
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The Spiritual Practice of Giving Campaign

As part of our commitment to The Spiritual Practice of Giving Campaign, let’s add the following to our daily 
prayers from October 1 through November 22. Since we are embarking upon this campaign together as community, the 
following prayer is for each of us as we walk forward together in this effort:

A Daily Prayer for Ourselves
Lord Christ, you held your ground as you communicated a message amidst support and amidst rejection. Give to 
us during this Spiritual Practice of Giving Campaign the strength to help our church discuss that which it would 
rather ignore. Help us speak openly about money, time and land as gift. Help us respond to a culture for whom 
greed is nothing more than a scream of fear, so that our work might be not merely fundraising, but rather a pas-

toral ministry to a people weighed down by a spiritually deadly combination of abundance and fear. AMEN.

A Daily Prayer for Use by Our Children
Jesus, we love you and we know you love us. Everything we have is a gift from you. Thank you for play time and 
for our growing bodies. Thank you for our laughter and our joy. Help us give some of our time and some of our 

money back to you. When we think of giving something away to someone who needs it, help us give two and not 
just one. AMEN.

Campaign Calendar
Sundays

October 12, 19, 
and 26

Learning together 
about The Spiri-
tual Practice of 

Giving.

Sunday
October 26

All who are pres-
ent in worship 

will receive their 
pledge forms.

Monday
October 27

Pledge forms will 
be mailed to those 

who were not 
present the day 

before.

Sunday
November 9

Bring your 
pledges to wor-

ship with you and 
we will offer them 

to God!

Monday through 
Saturday

November 10-22

Follow-up tele-
phone calls.

Wanna help? Call 
us!

Sunday
November 23

Annual Meeting, 
Potluck Brunch  
& Pledge Drive 
Celebration! (10 
a.m., parish hall)

Endowment Report Alex Comfort
Does Everybody Know Enough (About Planned Giving?).  Over the past months we have been trying to educate every-

body about planned giving and also to encourage you to think about putting a gift in your estate plan to benefit Grace Church.  
When you go to make your decisions, we want you to be well informed.

Right now, however, it is time to emphasize giving to the Church for the annual stewardship program.  Grace Church does 
an enormous amount of good for all of us and for the community Christ calls us to serve.  And it helps if the leaders of the 
Church can know how to plan for the expenses in the next year – that’s what a pledge allows.

Please remember that, in terms of what we have been talking about regarding your estate, the fundamental question is “do 
you believe in Grace Church and its future enough to leave a gift in your will or estate plan?”  If the answer is “yes”, then check 
with Fr. Gary or Mike Bohan or me (at 691-6135) so we can assist you.

In early winter, we will be back with you for some summary comments to finish our series.  God bless you – and please 
help with our annual stewardship campaign as much as you can!

Since an ankle sprain a year ago, my left leg has been giving me trouble. My calf muscles had become very tight 
and, in the last few months, I was limping more and more. It was becoming more tragicomic by the week. 

One night recently, it reached a crescendo. Four ibuprofens did nothing, and I was not a happy camper. I started 
involuntarily saying “God help me” whenever I had to move.  Ok, I was whining, but it really was painful.

The next morning at work, a loud pop seemed to emanate from behind my knee, and the pain and tension 
slowly began to disappear. 

Now, of course, I don’t know. And I may not technically have been praying, but still...it’s nice to think about. 
And I am so, so grateful to be walking normally again.

A God Story Margaret Dahm



What an exciting time to build a childeren and youth music program at Grace!  We are off to a great start.  The children 
and youth of Grace will sing and contribute music to worship during the 9:00 service on October 26.  Words to our songs will 
be sent home with the children, and the tunes to the songs may be accessed by emailing Joanna Best at jboydbest@gmail.com.  
On October 26, the children should meet at the base of the stairs at 8:45 a.m. to rehearse.  Children in Level I Atria (ages 3-5) 
should sit with their parents during the service and join us at the front when we sing.  Levels 2, 3 and youth may sit together 
near the piano.
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Kids of the Kingdom Music Joanna Best

All-Altar Guild Event - Save the Date!
It may only be October, but sooner than we expect, it will be Advent, then Christmas.  To be prepared for these special 

times, we will have an Altar Guild planning session Saturday, November 8, in the parish hall from 9:00-11:00 a.m.  We will 
review what needs to be done, and we will then try to schedule the work and preparations so no one Group is overworked.  
Please note, if you are not presently on the Altar Guild but would like to help out during the Advent-Christmas season, you are very 
welcome to attend. 

Grace Outreach  Sue Thompkins
WINTER NEEDS.  Last winter, many people in Buncombe County needed warm coats.  In addition, homeless people 

living on the streets needed sleeping bags for warmth through cold nights.   For this coming winter, let’s help by collecting both 
coats and sleeping bags all this month.  Bring in coats for adults or children and they will be donated to ABCCM.  Sleeping 
bags will be given to AHOPE to be distributed to their clients.  There will be a barrel in the foyer to collect your donations.  
We appreciate your gifts of warmth.

The Pumpkin Patch Needs Volunteers!
Throughout October, we need sellers in our Pumpkin Patch.  The calendar for sign-up is in the foyer, or pick up a take-

home form with the link for electronic sign-up.  Our Pumpkin Patch is a huge annual outreach commitment of Grace Parish 
to benefit Consider Haiti, and each year we raise $5000-$7000 to assist in feeding and giving medical assistance to malnour-
ished Haitian children. Every fall, kids and adults alike love our patch as they hunt for the perfect pumpkin, take photos and 
enjoy great family time.  As a seller, you can join the fun. Shifts for working under the tent are Monday-Saturday, 10-1:00 
p.m., 1-4:00 p.m., and 4-7:00 p.m. Sundays are 12-3:00 p.m. and 3-7:00 p.m.  The link for electronic sign up at Volunteer 
Spot is http://vols.pt/g1enJ2.  Please sign up as often as possible and help us make the pumpkin patch a success!

Annual Rummage Sale Coming Soon
Our Annual Rummage Sale happens Saturday, October 25, 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  Volunteer workers will sort and arrange 

items in the parish hall Tuesday-Friday prior to the sale on Saturday. Each of these days, we usually start around 8:30 or 9:00 
a.m. and continue until 5:00 or 5:30 p.m.  Come and go as your schedule permits – we appreciate whatever you can do, a 
couple of hours, half a day or every day.  

During this time, please bring your clean and gently-used clothing and household items. We also sell books, DVD’s and 
CD’s, toys, linens, lamps, small furniture items, gardening tools, small appliances, jewelry, computers and printers, paintings 
and all sorts of home décor.  Sneak peek: We have already received about a dozen wooden antique chairs to sell!  

Remember, we need lots of volunteers to help during the week and on Saturday, the day of the sale.  These profits assist 
with Grace student scholarships for Camp Henry, the Broughton House lunch and much more.  Plan to come meet others in 
the parish as we work together and have fun!  For information, call Nancy Remmers at 298-9789.

Children’s Sabbath is October 19
Each year, Grace joins thousands of faith communities to participate in the National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths.  

On this day, the young people at Grace will share their time and talents in our worship services — especially the 9:00 service   
If you would like to make sure your child or young person has an opportunity to participate or would like to contribute to the 
music, please contact Cheryl Deyton and Monty Wooten at 337-9065 or at cheryldeyton@bellsouth.net.  
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We publish the Parish Prayer List each month so you may include those listed in your daily prayers. We have 
included the last names of people with their permission, so you will have a better idea for whom you are praying and 
so you may contact that person if you desire.

For Parishioners:  Jo Brokenshire; Sherry Coward; Mary Cozine; Eunice & Rhea Ferguson; Catherine 
Godfrey; Buddy Greenwood; Jess Gregory; Olivia & the Haller family; Mary Hayes; Michelle Lee; Charlotte 
Melson; Nancy Porter; Nancy Remmers; Doris Rigsby; Martin Shaw; Leeanne Shearouse; Tsz-yan Snyder & 
family; Corinne Spencer; Donna Trimnal; Lucinda Watkins; the Woeckner family; Chuck Wilcox.

For Homebound Parishioners and Those in Healthcare Facilities:  Henny Caldwell; Bob Hall; June Kelley; Neill 
Mason; Maryli Perkins; Laura Stephens; John Sumner; Pat Woodard.

For Others (names to stay on the list for four weeks; call the church office to keep names on the list for a longer 
time):  Roberta Alexander; Nancy Bailey & daughters, Allison & Kristen (friends of Barbara Wilcox); Robert 
Baker (father of Donna Trimnal); Bethany (daughter of Joan); Bobbie Bradshaw (grandmother of Geoff Bradshaw); 
Patty Brandt & Joyce Malley (sisters of Kathleen Griffin); Chris Carson (son of Martha & Randy); Jim Chlopek 
(neighbor of Sue Thompkins); Gladys, Bill & Steve Creasman, Dennis & Carolyn Creasman (friends of Barbara 
& Chuck Wilcox); Debbie D. (friend of Lynda McCredie); Kelli Davis (daughter of George & Pat Davis); Margaret 
Frazier (friend of Jim & Karen Compton); Lynn Gordon (friend of Vicki & Paul Vest); Bill & Mary Hayes (parents 
of Rick Hayes); Meg Karayiannis (niece of Nancy Ackermann Cole);  Roger & Sherry Martin (parents of Wendy 
Kuykendall); Beverly McRee (wife of Fr. Tim McRee); Jim & DiAnne Monroe; Johnny Nettles (cousin of Eva 
Dupree); Cynthia Nolan (former parishioner); Emma Octotree; Dan Powell (friend of Kathleen Griffin); Forrest 
Renfro (grandson of Becky Barker); Ann Sparks (mother of Angela Taylor); Erik & Susan Stoops (brother-in-law & 
sister of Wendy Kuykendall); Jane; Jennifer Svenstrup (friend of Paul & Vicki  Vest); Kathy Taylor (friend of Barbara 
Wilcox); Harriet & Sydnor Thompson (mother & father of Sydnor Thompson); Alicia; Ashley (daughter of Henry 
Watts); Charles (friend of Mary & Jack Westall);  Elizabeth; Ellen; Mary Dee (cousin of Walt Noble); Melissa; Judah 
& Rachel; Julie (daughter of Rita Spragg); Richard; Sue; Susan; Will; for all those affected by our struggling 
economy.

For Those Who Have Died & Their Families:  Edith Cook; Frances Payne.
For Those in the Episcopal Church:  Katharine, our Presiding Bishop; Porter & Robert, our Bishops; the clergy; 

the Vestry; the staff; the ministries of this Parish; Church of the Advocate; ABCCM; Consider Haiti; Episcopal 
Relief & Development; Food for the Poor; Manna Food Bank; Meals on Wheels. 

For Those in Service to Our Country:  Ryan & Danny Brown (grandsons of Ed & Marla Woeckener); Matthew 
George (son of Zoe Davis); Steven Grenier (son-in-law of Jean & Doug Haldane); Austin Harrison (grandson of Joan 
Sanderson); Jon Holland (parishioner); Spencer & Erica High; Gregory Melson (grandson of Charlotte Melson); 
Jason Marino (son of Lynda McCredie); Daniel Schultz (son of Judy Rhodes); Karl Tenney (nephew of Chuck & 
Barbara Wilcox); Fr. Rick Tiff (friend of Ray & Jeanne Robertson); Caitlin Vest (niece of Vicki & Paul Vest).

For our President Barack Obama, his Cabinet, Congress and our country; for victims of violence across the world; for 
local agencies & those who work for relief of the poor; for better stewardship of water; for resolution of political crises across 
the world.

Our Prayer List October
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Doug and Linda Mahin    2
Travers and Charlotte Chiott   5 
Steve and Nora Jones  16
Michael and Vicky Lop Raymond 17
Bill and Mary Ann Warren  25
Watson and Meghan Jordan 26

October Birthdays
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October 
Anniversaries

To the Glory of God
The Aumbry Candle is given to the Glory of God by 
Deb Pegel in thanksgiving for Grace parish and in 
thanksgiving for her  family. 

The flowers are given to the Glory of God by: 
     • Ed Duncan in memory of Dick L. Drake;  
     • Mary Ann and Bill Warren in thanksgiving for their   
          wedding anniversary and in loving memory of their 
          parents:  Felcie and Junius Warren; and Andrew 
         Marrion and Abbie Jean Jowers Lynn; 
     • Bobbie Eblen in loving memory of her husband Joe;   
     • Sarah Burnham in memory of her mother, Susan 
          Barnes Burnham;
      • Beth and Pat McKinsey in memory of Beth’s 
          brother, Bill Murtiashaw, Beth’s parents, Eva Gary 
          and Charlie Murtiashaw; and Pat ‘s father, Patrick 
          McKinsey.

  1 Lelia Cort
  2 Roger Snyder
  3 Jan Grimes
  4 Jack Westall
  5 Steve Jones
  6 Corinne Spencer
  8 Grace Green
  8 Shannon Townsend
  9 Martha Boyette
  9 Georgi Bruce
  9 Ann Robinson
  9 Laura Snyder
10 Jonah Silvers
12 Lauren Potter
13 Graham Hunter
13 Amy Lyda
13 Daphne Urquhart
14 Maggie Green

16 Robert D. Porter
19 Roberta Eblen
19 Greg Townsend
20 Becky Hannah
20 Paul Urquhart
21 Sallie Hunter
21 Caroline Jordan
23 Angela Hall
23 Mary Hayes
24 Margaret Grimes
24 Anna Hamrick
25 Jeremy Cress
25 Liz Krueger
26 Robert Potter
27 Maggee Anderson
27 Earl Leininger
29 Cleo Doran
30 Jacob Haller

In the absence of $6,510 
received this year for last year’s 
pledges, year to date total income 
at the end of August would be 
$16,700 under budget instead of 
$10,190 under budget. Year to date 
pledges were $9,048 under budget; 
non-pledged offerings were $7,789 
under budget and open offerings 
were $1,499 under budget resulting 
in total income of $292,756 for the 
first eight months with targeted total 
income of $302,946.

Total expenses for the first 
eight months were $277,639 with 
budgeted costs of $302,946.   This 
positive variance of $25,307 is due 
to the timing of budgeted needs and 
will be more in line with budgeted 
costs as we near the end of the year.  
As we approach the last quarter of 
the year, it is our prayer all needs will 
be met with continued offerings.

           
                          Your Vestry

Slow Third Quarter

Actual Budget Budget Percent of Total Income Left
Jan - Aug Jan - Aug Jan - Dec Budget Received to Receive

Income:
Pledges 230,287 239,335 359,003 64.15% 128,716            
Prior Year Pledges 6,510     -             -             0.00% -                        
Non-pledged Offerings 33,200   40,989   61,484   54.00% 28,284              
Open Offering 5,168     6,667     10,000   51.68% 4,832                
Interest 36          100        150        24.10% 114                   
Misc. 17,556 15,855 23,782   73.82% 6,226                

Total Income: 292,756 302,946 454,419 64.42% 161,663            

Expenses: Percent of Total Expenses Left
Budget Expended to Cover

Outreach/Mission 31,665   38,088   57,132   55.42% 25,467              
Parish Programs 8,318     8,667     13,000   63.99% 4,682                
Operations 39,393   48,433   72,650   54.22% 33,257              
Personnel 198,145 207,758 311,637 63.58% 113,493            
Expenses to be Classified 119        -             -             0.00% 119                   
Total Expenses: 277,639 302,946 454,419 61.10% 176,780            

Income Less Expenses: 15,117   -             -             

Statement of Activities - Grace Episcopal Church
Year to Date:  Jan - Aug 2014
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In this issue look for:
•  October Events at a Glance
•  The Spiritual Practice of Giving
•  Pumpkin Patch & Rummage Sale help needed
•  Budget update
•  and of course, “Parson to Person” 


