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Sunday Worship
8:00 a.m. - Rite II
10:30 a.m. - Rite II Family &
Choral Service

Healing Prayer
Every Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
there is a prayer station available

with Lay Healing Prayer Ministers.

A Healing Prayer Service and
Eucharist with laying on of hands
for God’s healing is offered on
Wednesdays, 12:15 p.m.

Taizé

On the third Sunday of each
month at 8:00 p.m., a Taizé service

is attended by an ecumenical

congregation who enjoy the

reflective form of worship using

candles, incense, chants, meditative

readings and prayers. Healing

Prayer is also offered
at this service.
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February 2020

A Message from Fr. Gary

Greetings in the name of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ,

During the last week in February,
we will begin our annual pilgrimage
through Lent. We will gather together
for Shrove Tuesday, the “pancake
day,” as we prepare for these wonderful
forty days. On Ash Wednesday, we will
receive ashes at one of three opportuni-
ties. May each of you decide that this
Lent will be different and that you will
find Jesus in unique and special ways

and people.
Have you NTr ue
ever wondered .
why Jesus singled - SOMething more than

out prayer, fast-
ing, and almsgiv-

feeling good or looking

our prayer this Lent: “When I am com-
pletely united to you, there will be no
more sorrows or trials; entirely full of
you, my life will be complete. The Lord
wants to renew us each day and give us
new hearts of love and compassion. Do
you want to grow in your love for God
and for your neighbor? Then seeck God
expectantly in prayer, with fasting, and
in generous giving to those in need.”

The forty days of Lent is the annual
retreat of the people of God in imita-

tion of Jesus' forty

p | e ﬂayyn the pildgr-
ness. Forty is a sig-
nificant number in
the scriptures. Mo-
ses went to the

ing for his disci- i i mountain to seek
ples? The Jews hOIy True plety IS the face of God for
considered these IOVlng deVOtlon to forty days in prayer

three the cardinal
works of the reli-
gious life. They
were seen as the key signs of a pious
person, the three great pillars on which
the good life was based. Jesus pointed
to the heart of the matter. Why do you
pray, fast, and give alms? To draw at-
tention to yourself so that others may
notice and think highly of you? Or, to
give glory to God? The Lord warns his
disciples of self-seeking glory — the pre-
occupation with looking good and
seeking praise from others. True piety
is something more than feeling good or
looking holy. True piety is loving de-
votion to God. It is an attitude of awe,
reverence, worship and obedience. It is
a gift and working of the Holy Spirit
that enables us to devote our lives to
God with a holy desire to please him in
all things.

What is the sure reward which
Jesus points out to his disciples? It is
communion with God our Father. In
him alone we find the fullness of life,
happiness, and truth. May Augustine's
prayer, recorded in his Confessions, be

God. O

and fasting. The
people of Israel were
in the wilderness for
forty years in preparation for their entry
into the promised land. Elijah fasted
for forty days as he journeyed in the
wilderness to the mountain of God. We
are called to journey with the Lord in a
special season of prayer, fasting, alms-
giving, and penitence as we prepare to
celebrate the feast of Easter, the Chris-
tian Passover. The Lord gives us spiritu-
al food and supernatural strength to
seek his face and to prepare ourselves
for spiritual combat and testing. We,
too, must follow in the way of the cross
in order to share in the victory of
Christ's death and resurrection. As we
begin this holy season of preparation,
let us ask the Lord for a fresh outpour-
ing of his Holy Spirit that we may grow
in faith, hope, and love and embrace his
will more fully in our lives.

May this Lent be a time of prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving as you journey
the wilderness in your lives.

Blessings,
Fr. Gary+



Events at a Glance A Quick Review of the Month

Sunday Fellowship
Breakfast, 8:45 a.m., PH ; Coffee, 11:40 a.m., PH

Monday Morning Gospel Bible Study
Mondays, 10:30 a.m., PH

Early Birds Men’s Book Study
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m., LI

Episcopal 101 Classes
Tuesdays, 6:00-7:30 p.m., PH

Men of the Church
Suspended until spring

Holy Eucharist with Prayers for Healing
Wednesdays, 12:15-1:15 p.m., CH

Centering Prayer
Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 p.m., CR

Choir and Bell Rehearsals
Wednesdays: Bells, 6:00 p.m.; Choir, 7:15 p.m.

EfM Gathering
Thursdays, 6:00 p.m., LI or PH

Purls of Grace
Saturday, February 1, 10:00 a.m., PH (details on p, 5)

Outreach Meeting
Tuesday, February 4, 5:30-7:00 p.m., LI

Discernment Committee Meetings
Tuesday, February 4, 7:30 p.m., off-site
Thursday, February 6, 5:30 p.m., location TBD
Tuesday, February 11, 5:30 p.m., location TBD

YMCA Mobile Market
Wednesday, February 5, 5-6:00 p.m., parking lot

Continued above in next column >>>



