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Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. - Rite II
Live-Streamed

Gospel Bible Study
Mondays, 10:30 a.m.
Live-Streamed

Compline
Monday-Saturday, 8:00 p.m.
Live-Streamed

Centering Prayer
Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m.

Zoom

Spiritual Direction Sessions
Wednesdays, 1-3:00 p.m.
Appointment required

For information about accessing live-
streaming, see page 2.

Welcome! That is the word I
would use to best describe how I feel
having (finally) arrived at Grace Epis-
copal Church as your new rector and
priest. Welcome, the warm embrace of
family. Welcome, the appreciation of
being known and received. Welcome,
the excitement of the unknown and
anticipation of

what is to be.

“Welcome
one another as
Christ welcomed
you”.
To be wel-
coming is to
open one’s self in
faith to a journey
that lies ahead
and cannot be
known but none-
theless must be
traveled.

To be wel-
coming is a stance of faith and courage.

And this is my experience over the
last several months of discernment and
now for the past several weeks in ser-
vice. This welcome says more about
you than it does of me. It tells me that
you are open and curious and that you
are sure of who you are.

I am so grateful for this welcoming
because it will allow me to be me. This
welcoming will create a space where
my gifts of the Spirit can flourish and
where I can discern, with you, your
gifts, and in that place we can serve our
God together.

Can we even imagine what our
mutual ministry will be together? Can
we allow ourselves to welcome change,
to welcome new visions and new min-
istries and can we imagine welcoming

“Therefore welcome one another
as Christ has welcomed you, for the
glory of God.” Romans 15:7

new families and new energy in our
parish life?

We are in an unprecedented time.
And yet, welcome we will. Our in-
house worship may be suspended, but
our welcome is not. We will continue
to reach out and extend ourselves in
service to each other and our neighbor.
We will look for
new and exciting
ways to show up
for those in need
and to be a voice
for the op-
pressed. I can
imagine the work
we have to do,
together, in our
own home: the
work to keep our
church building
fresh and invit-
ing, the work to
grow our out-
reach and our prayer ministries, the
crucial work of reaching out to our
youth and providing support to parents
and children alike. All of these opportu-
nities will be grounded in the great ca-
pacity of Welcome! that Grace Episco-
pal Church exemplifies.

This welcome to each other and to
our neighbors is a welcome that extends
beyond our church building. This wel-
come is a welcome to “encounter the
empowering and life-giving presence of
the living God” ... that is our mission
as a church. You have shown me that
this mission is far from being suspended
but is alive and growing in our midst.

Thank you, Grace. Thank you for
the opportunity to serve with you, to

the Glory of God.



Events at a Glance A Quick Review of the Month

The COVID-19 virus continues to impact our world. In the effort to safeguard our own well-being and the well-being of others, we
have found new ways to gather as the Grace Church family. Technology has opened up many avenues. Shared here are the services,
meetings and activities about which we currently have information. We will continue to keep you updated as we learn more.

Currently Scheduled in September
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HOW TO ACCESS WORSHIP SERVICES AND MEETINGS. For live-streamed Services and Offerings, bulletins,
booklets and links to Bible Study, Christian Formation classes and other meetings, you will find links near the top of our
homepage at graceavl.com. To join a Zoom meeting, just click the appropriate link on the Grace homepage.
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Sunday Links Weekday Links Resources

Sunday 10:30 a.m. Service Personal Prayer
Sunday, August 16, 2020 Service Bulletin PDF An Order for Compline PDF
Sunday Virtual Coffee Hour ZOOM The Book of Common Prayer PDF
Rev. Milly’s Pastoral Message, Aug. 13, 2020 Diocesan COVID-19 Resources

Some of our other meetings will also continue via ZOOM. Your host will email an invitation and instructions, a link will
be posted on the web site, or check your bulletin or Friday's email for a Meeting ID and password to log in. Then go
to https://zoom.us/ and click "Join a Meeting," put in the Meeting ID number, click “Join” and add the password you have
been given. If you don't have a camera, it is still possible to join with just audio.
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Parish News, Updates & Reminders

LABOR DAY MONDAY. On Labor Day Monday, September 7, the church office will be closed. The Monday Morn-
ing Bible Study Zoom meeting at 10:30 a.m. and Monday’s Compline service at 8:00 p.m. will continue as scheduled.
Best wishes for a safe and happy holiday weekend.

ORDER OF ST. LUKE. Unfortunately, with the onioini risk of spreadini the COVID-19 virus, we do not know



