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As Advent Begins…                          

A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

and all people shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

MAKING THE HOUSE READY FOR THE LORD 

                                                        by Mary Oliver 

 

Dear Lord, I have swept and I have washed but 

still nothing is shining as it should be 

for you. Under the sink, for example, is an 

uproar of mice- it is the season of their 

many children. What shall I do? And under the eaves 

and through the walls the squirrels 

have gnawed their ragged entrances- but it is the season 

when they need shelter, so what shall I do? And 

the racoon limps into the kitchen and opens the cupboard 

while the dog snores, the cat hugs the pillow; 

what shall I do? Beautiful is the new snow falling 

in the yard and the fox who is staring boldly 

up the path, to the door. And still I believe you will 

                   come, Lord; you will, when I speak to the fox, 

                         the sparrow, the lost dog, the shivering  

                              sea-goose, know 

                                 that really I am speaking to you  

                                    whenever I say, 

                                      as I do all morning and  

                                        afternoon:  

                                        Come in,  Come in. 
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Events at a Glance                    A Quick Review of the Month 

Date and Time Service, Meeting or Activity Location 

Nightly Except Sunday, 8 PM Compline * Facebook Videos 

Sundays, 10:30 AM Sunday Holy Eucharist Service * YouTube Channel 

Sundays Following Worship Virtual Coffee Hour Zoom Meeting 

Sundays, 1:00 PM (through Dec. 20) Advent Study: The Way of Love  Zoom Meeting 

Mondays, 10:30 AM Monday Morning Bible Study Zoom Meeting 

Wednesdays, 12-1:00 PM Pastoral Care Meeting Zoom Meeting 

Wednesdays, 1-3:00 PM Personal Spiritual Direction Church Sanctuary 

Wednesdays, 5:30 PM Centering Prayer Zoom Meeting 

Thursdays, 8:00 AM Women Walking the Way Beaver Lake 

Thursdays, 10:30 AM Rector & Lay Leadership Meeting Zoom Meeting 

Thursdays, 6:00 PM EfM Zoom Meeting 

Wednesday, December 2, 5:00 PM YMCA Mobile Market (all welcome) Church Parking Lot 

Monday, December 7, 4:30 PM Outreach Meeting Zoom Meeting 

Wednesday, December 9, 10:00 AM TEAM Meeting Zoom Meeting 

Monday, December 21, 5:30 PM Vestry Meeting Zoom Meeting 

Dec. 24-28, Dec. 31 (noon)-Jan. 3 Church office closed for the holidays  

Thursday, December 24, 8-9:00 PM The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ * YouTube Channel 

Friday, December 25, 10-11:00 AM Christmas Day Service * YouTube Channel 

Sunday, December 27, 10:30 AM A Service of Lessons and Carols * YouTube Channel 

Sunday, January 10, 10:30 AM Annual Meeting begins during worship * YouTube Channel 

Sunday, January 10, 12:00 Noon Business Meeting following worship Zoom Meeting 

  * BULLETIN AVAILABLE Grace Website 

graceavl.com
https://zoom.us/
https://zoom.us/
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Parish News, Updates & Reminders 

http://www.graceavl.com
https://tinyurl.com/GracePledge.
https://tinyurl.com/GracePledge.
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Grace Ministries in Action 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2S25L8J7YYP6K/ref=cm_go_nav_hz?fbclid=IwAR0_qxXQkMsetOi0UosZA_wt7fvfG519W3TFh4PmnihvEk-0HCmrotaKPgU
https://www.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=9362838432b24bb5ae698af99995cf76&lnk=registry_custom_url
https://www.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=bfc0121c0c504fc09f688f47a25dbc63&lnk=registry_custom_url
https://www.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=bfc0121c0c504fc09f688f47a25dbc63&lnk=registry_custom_url
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Grace Ministries in Action                                              (continued) 

facebook.com/pg/graceasheville/videos/
facebook.com/pg/graceasheville/videos/
graceavl.com
facebook.com/pg/graceasheville/videos/
https://www.mannafoodbank.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/SNAP-Educator.pdf
https://www.mannafoodbank.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/SNAP-Educator.pdf
https://www.abccm.org/transformation-village
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Our Prayer List                          December 

Our condolences and prayers go to the friends, family and loved ones of 
Dee Long (cousin of Karen Compton); Forrest McCann (cousin of Kim 

Hayes);  and Laura Stephens. 

http://www.graceavl.com/spiritual-growth/prayer-ministries/
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Special Gifts December Anniversaries 

December Birthdays 

On Sunday, November 1, 2020 

we welcomed 

Alex Thwaites  
and his daughter 

Briar Thwaites 

into the church through the sacrament 

of Holy Baptism. 

Alex and Briar were sealed by the 

Holy Spirit in Baptism 

and marked as Christ’s own forever. 
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Experiencing a Surplus So Far 

Thanks to Joe and All Who Oversee Our Finances 

Actual Budget Variance

Income:

Pledges 280,470     246,028     34,443       

Open Offering 14,137       17,230       (3,093)        

Interest 73               63               9                 

Misc. 55,861 56,077       (216)            

Total Income: 350,541     319,398     31,143       

Expenses:

Outreach/Mission 31,587       35,458       (3,871)        

Parish Programs 9,401          12,357       (2,956)        

Operations 63,601       71,241       (7,640)        

Personnel 200,050     204,422     (4,372)        

Total Expenses: 304,640     323,479     (18,839)      

Income Less Expenses: 45,901       (4,081)        49,982       

* some rounding variances

Statement of Activities - Grace Church
Year to Date - October 2020


